
Nature’s Neighborhoods 

Grade: 1-2 2 hours  Students per group: 12-15 

Goal: Students will experience different habitats and be able to identify plants and animals that live in 

the various habitats.  

Objectives:  

1. Students will be able to define a habitat and list at least 3 different habitats. 

2. Students will be able to catch and observe insects found in forest, prairie, and pond habitats. 

3. Students will be able to describe the differences in plant communities present in forest, prairie, 

and pond habitats.  

4. Students will be able to describe a food chain and give examples of a food chain in each habitat. 

5. Students will be able to list the 4 basic needs an animal needs to survive. 

Key Vocabulary Terms: 

Adaptation Camouflage Gall 
Habitat Predator Prey 
Food Chain Carnivore Herbivore 
Omnivore Food Web Decomposer 
 

Activities: 

Prairie (20-25 mins activity time plus 5-10mins walking time): Plant community description and insect 

characteristics described.  Sweep netting and insect identification. 

Forest (20-25 mins activity time plus 5-10mins walking time): Plant community description, description 

of basic needs, plant respiration, and food web.  

Pond Scooping (Pond) (20-25 mins activity time plus 5-10mins walking time): Plant community 

description and pond scooping and insect identification. 

 

  



Science Standards 

These science standards are either introduced or covered in full. 

A.4.1 When conducting science investigations, ask and answer questions that will help decide the 

general areas of science being addressed 

A.4.2 When faced with a science-related problem, decide what evidence, models, or explanations 

previously studied can be used to better understand what is happening now  

A.4.3 When investigating a science-related problem, decide what data can be collected to determine the 

most useful explanations 

A.4.5 When studying a science-related problem, decide what changes over time are occurring or have 

occurred 

B.4.1 Use encyclopedias, source books, texts, computers, teachers, parents, other adults, journals, 

popular press, and various other sources, to help answer science-related questions and plan 

investigations  

C.4.1 Use the vocabulary of the unifying themes to ask questions about objects, organisms, and events 
being studied  

C.4.2 Use the science content being learned to ask questions, plan investigations, make observations, 
make predictions, and offer explanations  

C.4.3 Select multiple sources of information to help answer questions selected for classroom 
investigations  

C.4.4 Use simple science equipment safely and effectively, including rulers, balances, graduated 
cylinders, hand lenses, thermometers, and computers, to collect data relevant to questions and 
investigations  

C.4.5 Use data they have collected to develop explanations and answer questions generated by 
investigations  

C.4.6 Communicate the results of their investigations in ways their audiences will understand by using 
charts, graphs, drawings, written descriptions, and various other means, to display their answers  

C.4.7 Support their conclusions with logical arguments  

C.4.8 Ask additional questions that might help focus or further an investigation  

D.4.1 Understand that objects are made of more than one substance, by observing, describing and 
measuring the properties of earth materials, including properties of size, weight, shape, color, 
temperature, and the ability to react with other substances 



D.4.2 Group and/or classify objects and substances based on the properties of earth materials 

E.4.7 Using the science themes, describe resources used in the home, community, and nation as a whole 

F.4.1 Discover* how each organism meets its basic needs for water, nutrients, protection, and energy* 
in order to survive 

F.4.3 Illustrate* the different ways that organisms grow through life stages and survive to produce new 
members of their type 

F.4.4 Using the science themes*, develop explanations* for the connections among living and non-living 
things in various environments 

 


