
Sensible World 

Grade: K 1.5 hours Students per group: 12-15 

Goal: Students will be able to use their senses to differentiate between different living and non-living 

organisms, describe different natural features, and observe wildlife in their natural home. 

Objectives:  

1) Students will use their senses to describe the differences between 3 different habitats. 

2) Students will observe at least 3 different types of trees, and describe at least 3 features that 

differentiates them. 

3) Students will be able to list the 4 major parts of a tree. 

4) Students will be able to describe at least 3 basic differences between different types of animals. 

Key Vocabulary Terms: 

Habitat Trunk/ Stem Root 
Branches Leaves Insect 
Bird Mammal Cold blooded 
Warm blooded Reptile Amphibian 
 

Introduction (10-15 mins plus 5-10 mins walking time): 

Welcome students to Lac Lawrann.  Introduce the Conservancy, what it means to them, and identify 

where the restrooms and drinking fountains are.  Divide them into groups and begin lesson. 

Have the students list the different senses that they have; sight, hearing, smelling, touching, and tasting.  

We will be using all of those senses today except for one- tasting.  What sort of things do you expect to 

experience while out today?  We will be visiting three different habitats today.  Can anyone tell me what 

a habitat is?  Define habitat.  The three habitats are pond, prairie, and forest.  When we get to those 

places we will be using our senses to help us tell the differences between them.  Before heading out, we 

will give each of you a piece of tape to make into a bracelet, sticky side out.  On this bracelet, you can 

stick some of the neat things you find that are no longer living.  For example, a leaf that had fallen off a 

tree last Fall. 

Prairie (10-15 mins plus 5-10 mins walking time): 

Once at the prairie, have the students stop and take a whole minute of quiet time to use their senses.  

Have them observe what it looks like, listen to the different natural sounds, smell what’s around them, 

touch things near them and notice the temperature of the area.  Allow them to share some of their 

observations.  As a group, explore the different aspects of the prairie.   

Take time to catch a few insects.  Have the students look at the insects and note some of the things that 

are the same between them and some of the differences.  Describe the key features of an insect- 6 legs, 



compound eyes, 3 body parts, skeleton on the outside (exoskeleton), 2 antennae.  Walk into the prairie 

a short distance and have the students feel and smell the different plants.  Compare and contrast what 

they have experienced. 

Forest (10-15 mins plus 5-10 mins walking time): 

Once at the forest, have the students stop and take a whole minute of quiet time to use their senses.  

Have them observe what it looks like, listen to the different natural sounds, smell what’s around them, 

touch things near them and notice the temperature of the area.  Allow them to share some of their 

observations.   

The biggest observation should be the presence of trees.  How do we know a tree is a tree?  Have the 

students describe what they think makes up a tree.  How are trees different from other plants?  How are 

they similar?  Are all trees plants?  Are all plants trees?  Relate how some of the parts of a tree are 

similar to the parts of our bodies.  Describe the parts of a tree- roots, trunk, branches, and leaves.  The 

roots bring up water and minerals from the ground, the trunk carries the water up and the food down, 

branches hold the leaves, and leaves make the food.  Are all leaves the same or different?  Show 

students laminated leaves.  Partner them up and see how many different types of dead leaves they can 

collect in two minutes. Stress students not to pick leaves off the trees.  Bring them back to the group 

and compare what they found.  Have them describe the different shapes of the leaves, size, and color of 

their leaves.  How does a tree change through the different seasons?  

Besides trees, did you notice anything else about the forest?  Do you notice more birds chirping or more 

mammals wandering about?  How do we know a bird is a bird?  Birds have feathers, lay eggs, and make 

their own body heat (warm blooded).  Can you think of any other birds?  What about mammals? They 

have fur, babies are born alive (not hatched- exceptions), drink their mother’s milk, and are warm 

blooded.  Can you think of different mammals?  While we are walking see if you can find some mammals 

and birds. 

Pond (10-15 mins plus 5-10 mins walking time): 

Once at the pond, have the students stop and take a whole minute of quiet time to use their senses.  

Have them observe what it looks like, listen to the different natural sounds, smell what’s around them, 

touch things near them and notice the temperature of the area.  Allow them to share some of their 

observations.   

Did you see any animals?  Turtles are usually sunning themselves on the logs.  What do you notice about 

the turtles?  Are they like any of the other animals we have talked about today or that you may have 

seen another time?  Do they have fur?  Feathers?  Turtles are reptiles.  Reptiles do not make their own 

body heat (cold-blooded), lay leathery eggs, and have scales.  What are some other animals that might 

be reptiles?  Did you see any other critters in the water?  Frogs are amphibians.  They have skin, jelly-like 

eggs, and are cold-blooded.  How are frogs and turtles different?  Do you think there are other animals 

that live in the water?  Scoop up some pond critters and compare that with the animals they have 

already learned.  Do you think insects live in the water too?  Show aquatic insects. 



Conclusion (5-10mins): 

Meet up with all the groups.  Have students compare what is on their bracelets.  Ask students questions 

about their experience and discuss some of the key vocabulary used throughout the lesson.  Students 

should be able to describe the differences between 3 different habitats, list the 4 major parts of a tree, 

describe at least 3 basic differences between different types of animals.  If a student gets the answer 

incorrect, allow other students to help that student get to the correct answer.  Do not allow one student 

to answer all of the questions.  Allow students to share some of their positive experiences (as time 

allows).  Once the main information is covered, review what the Conservancy is, inform them of 

upcoming events and welcome them back to the site.  Make sure all students get back on the bus before 

leaving and wave them goodbye if time allows. 

  



Science Standards 

These science standards are either introduced or covered in full. 

A.4.1 When conducting science investigations, ask and answer questions that will help decide the 

general areas of science being addressed 

A.4.2 When faced with a science-related problem, decide what evidence, models, or explanations 

previously studied can be used to better understand what is happening now  

A.4.3 When investigating a science-related problem, decide what data can be collected to determine the 

most useful explanations 

A.4.5 When studying a science-related problem, decide what changes over time are occurring or have 

occurred 

B.4.1 Use encyclopedias, source books, texts, computers, teachers, parents, other adults, journals, 

popular press, and various other sources, to help answer science-related questions and plan 

investigations  

C.4.1 Use the vocabulary of the unifying themes to ask questions about objects, organisms, and events 
being studied  

C.4.2 Use the science content being learned to ask questions, plan investigations, make observations, 
make predictions, and offer explanations  

C.4.4 Use simple science equipment safely and effectively, including rulers, balances, graduated 
cylinders, hand lenses, thermometers, and computers, to collect data relevant to questions and 
investigations  

C.4.5 Use data they have collected to develop explanations and answer questions generated by 
investigations  

C.4.6 Communicate the results of their investigations in ways their audiences will understand by using 
charts, graphs, drawings, written descriptions, and various other means, to display their answers  

C.4.7 Support their conclusions with logical arguments  

C.4.8 Ask additional questions that might help focus or further an investigation  

D.4.1 Understand that objects are made of more than one substance, by observing, describing and 
measuring the properties of earth materials, including properties of size, weight, shape, color, 
temperature, and the ability to react with other substances 

D.4.2 Group and/or classify objects and substances based on the properties of earth materials 



E.4.6 Using the science themes, find patterns and cycles in the earth's daily, yearly, and long-term 
changes 

F.4.1 Discover* how each organism meets its basic needs for water, nutrients, protection, and energy* 
in order to survive 

F.4.2 Investigate* how organisms, especially plants, respond to both internal cues (the need for 
water) and external cues (changes in the environment) 

F.4.3 Illustrate* the different ways that organisms grow through life stages and survive to produce new 
members of their type 

F.4.4 Using the science themes*, develop explanations* for the connections among living and non-living 
things in various environments 


